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(54) PRODUCTION OF L-ASPARTIC ACID 

(57) Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To provide a method for producing L-aspartic 
acid from maleic acid and ammonia without formation of 
ammonium salt as a byproduct. 

CONSTITUTION: An enzyme-containing material having 
both maleic acid isomerase and aspartase activities or a 
combination of enzyme-containing materials respectively 


having maleic acid isomerase and aspartase activity is 
allowed to act on a culture medium containing maleic 
acid, ammonia and an alkali metal ion to give L-aspartic 
acid. Then, the reaction medium containing L-aspartic 
acid is treated with a mineral acid to recover the 
crystals of L-aspartic acid by filtration, while the 
waste solution containing alkali salt of the mineral 
acid is expelled. 
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